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Reading resolutions are not an option for all in our community

GUEST COLUMN

As a director of a literacy nonprofit, you would be right to assume I like to read. So do my friends.

Around the end of the year, I scrolled through dozens of social media posts where friends shared how many
books they read over the last 12 months, along with their reading lists for 2019. It got me thinking about the
books I consumed in the last 12 months, everything from James Patterson’s “Kiss the Girls” and David
Sedaris’ “Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim” to Alissa Quart’s “Squeezed: Why Our Families Can’t
Afford America” and Matthew Desmond’s “Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City.” What would
I read in 2019? My first thought was of Oklahoma author Lou Berney’s “November Road.” My pondering
led me to other musings; not everyone can resolve to read. Sure, there are those who just are not interested in
picking up a book, magazine, newspaper or e-reader. But there are others – a surprisingly large segment of
our population – who don’t even have the option to resolve to read. If you are reading this, then by definition
you don’t have a problem that 14 percent of adults in Carter County struggle with every day: illiteracy.

In the last few months while serving as executive director of Ardmore Literacy Leadership, Inc. (ALL), I’ve
come to know just how deeply etched the effects of illiteracy are for our neighbors. It goes beyond simply
missing out on “getting lost in a good book.” It’s about limited learning potential, income and quality of life.
According to Project Literacy, “people struggling with literacy are more likely to be poor, lack education,
and miss out on opportunities to participate fully in society and the workforce.”

This year I encourage you to keep reading. I also hope you resolve to understand the consequences of
illiteracy. And, if given the chance, motivate someone to learn how to read. ALL is a great source for
matching adults to community literacy programs at our member and partner organizations who stands ready
to help.

Laura Eastes Akers is the executive director of Ardmore Literacy Leadership.
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