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Hiding in plain sight: Illiteracy in our communities

GUEST COLUMN

It’s generally unknown, and hard to imagine, but nearly a quarter of Carter County adults lacks the reading,
writing and math skills necessary for success in everyday life.

The consequences of this disability touch every facet of society. People struggling with literacy are more
likely to live in poverty, drop out of school, lack meaningful employment and forego civic participation.

Among the literacy challenged, there’s even a greater incidence of involvement in crime, both as offenders
and victims. According to the National Assessment of Adult Literacy, 56 percent of American prisoners
possess only basic or below basic literacy skills. As we’ve learned more recently, Oklahoma has not only the
highest incarceration rate for women in the country, but also for men, as reported by the Prison Policy
Initiative.

Literacy also impacts the local economy. Literacy is an essential element of communities’ competitiveness,
therefore those with lower literacy rates are passed over when businesses consider investing there. For
businesses already present, the “help wanted” signs appear as permanent decor.

Yet Ardmore is the fortunate home of numerous nonprofit organizations committed to providing literacy
services for all in need. As we mark national Adult Education and Family Literacy Week, from Sept. 23-29,
entities like Ardmore Family Literacy, Ardmore Public Library, Grace Center of Southern Oklahoma,
Hickory Creek Child Center, New Dimension Literacy Council, The Reading Room, Inc., St. Mary Catholic
Church and University Center of Southern Oklahoma, offer transformative literacy services. These member
organizations of Ardmore Literacy Leadership provide free classes in adult literacy, English as a second
language, and money management classes, along with GED instruction, just to name a few.

For Ardmore and Carter County to thrive, we must read the warning signs: literacy is the fabric of our
society, connecting us all, and without it we are ensured an unprecedented unraveling.

Laura Eastes Akers is the executive director of Ardmore Literacy Leadership.
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